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CHAPTER INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the MAPS 3 Modern Streetcar Projectimpiement a transit circulator that significantly

improves connectivity between major activity centers andilitates both economic development and

livability within Greater Downtown Oklahoma City. The MAPS 3 Modern Streetcar is projected to increase
mobility for workers, residents and visitors by improving access and the pedestrian environment for
downtown deginations, including the Business District, Automobile Alley, Bricktown, Midtown and St.
Anthony Hospital. This initial streetcar serviseanticipated to open in 2017, angill serve as the
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Core to Shore area.

Experiencing growth in both population and employment, Greater Downtown Oklahoma City has become a
major employment and recreational destination for residents of the metropolitan area. EXxistingjttr
service, provided by METRO Transit, covers approximately 450 linear miles of roadway throughout the
metropolitan area.The system brings people in and out of the downtown core via the existing Downtown
Transit Center and some routes pass throughdbe/ntown either inbound or outbound. However, the
Greater Downtown Oklahoma City area lacks an efficient circulator system for moving people within
downtown.

As part of the 201 Greater Downtown Oklahoma FIGURE-1: 2011 LPA ROUTE

City Area Altaratives AnalysiSAA) a locally

preferred alternative (LPAvas determined fothe

Midtown-DowntownBricktown districts andhe

DowntownOHC districtésee Figure-1). Since the A
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Project Justification Ratingoim the Federal Transit g
Administration, Oklahoma City decided to move
forward with Modern Streetcar as a locally funded
project only. The 2011 LPA was a 7.6 tnadle,
$200 million dollar systemput a locally funded
project would be a shorter length ggsn costing

up to $120 million. The AA was sponsored by
COTPA, the Central Oklahoma Transportation and
Parking Authority.

As part of the MAPS 3 Modern Streetcar Project,
the 2011LPA route within the downtown core was e
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to maximizeand optimizeeconomic development

potential and minimize capital costs. Eight | % S=iusee ST
potential route options were defined for the major
activity enters connected by the 2011PPA. Based
on adetailedevaluation ofqualitative andquantitative criteria,the eight route options were winnowed
down to fourconceptualroute options: Reverse LPA, Hybiata and Zeta Plysee Figurd-2).
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serves as gengal study aredor the project A 506foot buffer was drawn from each route to define their
area of influence, and then the buffer areas were compiled into one Composite Routésgedaigurd-3).
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FIGURE-2: CONCEPTUAROUTE OPTIONS® MAPS 3 STREETCRRJIECT

LEGEND  ReverseLPA == Hybrid == Zeta == Zeta Plus N
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FIGURE-3: STREETCAR COMPOSITE AREA (STUDY AREA)
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